Mid-Atlantic Gospel Camp
General Subject: Where Are You?

Mid-Week Gathering 1 — Introductory Reading

Verses to read with prayer:

Genesis 1:26 — And God said, Let Us make man
in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and
over all the earth and over every creeping thing
that creeps upon the earth.

Zechariah 12:1 — The burden of the word of
Jehovah concerning Israel. Thus declares
Jehovah, who stretches forth the heavens and
lays the foundations of the earth and forms the
spirit of man within him.

Reading Portions:

[What is the climax of Genesis 1?] ... The Spirit
was brooding over the darkness and death. Light
came, and there was a division between light and
darkness. God made the expanse to divide the
things above from the things beneath. Next God
called the dry land out of the death waters. Out of
the dry land the plant life was generated. After the
plant life, the fourth-day lights came in to shine
upon the earth. Then came the fish life, the bird
life, the cattle life, the beast life, and all the
creeping things. Eventually, God created man.
Man is the climax of God's creation because man
bears God's image. This is not a small thing.

Man is the expression of God because he bears
God's image. He also has the dominion of God.
Man was committed with God's dominion over
the seas, the air, the earth, and especially over all
the creeping things. Man has power, authority,
and dominion because man looks like God. Man
bears the image of God; so, man has authority.
The climax in God's creation is man bearing God's
image and representing God with His authority
over all things. (W. Lee, Life-study of Genesis,
message 8)

According to Zechariah 12:1, it seems that God
created only three prominent things: the heavens,
the earth, and the spirit of man. This shows that
only these three things are important and vital in
this universe. The heavens are for the earth, the

earth is for man, and man has a spirit for God.
Here you have the purpose of the universe, the
meaning of the universe. The heavens with all the
stars and planets are for the earth. The earth is
not for the heavens but for man. Without the
earth, man could not exist. The earth is just right
for us to live to fulfill our purpose. Man is not for
education, for clothing, for food, for housing, or
for entertainment. Man is good only for God. Man
is a God-bottle, a vessel to contain God...

...No one would teach a Coca-Cola bottle to
worship the Coca-Cola, serve the Coca-Cola, and
do good to please the Coca-Cola. If the Coca-Cola
bottle could speak, it would say that this is
nonsense. It would say, “I was not made for this.
... [ know just one thing: to be filled up with Coca-
Cola! As long as I am empty, I am nothing! When
I am filled up with Coca-Cola, that’s wonderful!”
In the same way, when we are filled up with God,
that is wonderful. We are God-bottles who were
made to be filled up with God. I do not care for
being either humble or proud. I care just for one
thing—I have to be filled with God! I am a
container of God! To contain God is my destiny!
(W. Lee, The Living and Practical Way to Enjoy
Christ, chapter 1)

Psalm 8 shows that God's purpose and plan have
never changed. After the fall, God's will and
requirement for man remained the same without
any alteration. His will in Genesis 1, when He
created man, still holds good, even though man
has sinned and fallen. Even though Psalm 8 was
written after man's fall, the psalmist was able to
praise; his eyes were still set upon Genesis 1. (W.
Nee, God's Plan and God's Rest, chapter 1)

Discussion:

1) What do you think God feels about you, a
created man?

2) Why is man the climax of God’s creation?
What is so special about man?

3) Have you ever considered why God created
you?



